How Will Christ Return?
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As to the manner of Christ’s coming there can be no doubt. It will not
be hidden from the eyes of men. He will be seen by those living on the earth.
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God
and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” Titus 2:13. The Bible emphasizes this truth
that the Lord will appear openly when He comes.

Colossians 3:4 1 Peter 5:4

1 John 2:28 1 John 3:2

1 Peter 1:7 1 Tim. 6:14

2 Timothy 4:1 Matthew 24:30

How many tribes of earth will see Christ’s return?

“And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall
the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” Matthew 24:30.

Note: Christ does not appear merely to a certain class that may be expecting
Him, but rather to every living soul on the earth.

What was the testimony of the two angels at His ascension as to the manner in
which Christ will return?

“And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up;
and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while they looked stedfastly
toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white
apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so
come in as ye have seen him go into heaven.” Acts 1:9-11.
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God’s Preview of History
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The prophecy of this chapter spans the centuries from Daniel to the return of
Jesus. It is considered to be the most remarkable prophecy in the Bible because it is
most comprehensive. It gives a consecutive history of the world of Daniel’s time to
the end. This chapter opens by picturing the ruler of the greatest of earthly kingdoms
in his own home in his IEed asi,eep. “And in the second year of the reign og
Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was
troubled, and his sleep brake from him.” Daniel 2:1, first part.

When the King awakened what happened?
“And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a , and my spirit was

troubled to know the dream. The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The
thing is gone from me: if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the
interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a

dunghill.” Daniel 2:3, 5.

To whom did Daniel give credit for the revelation of the dream and the interpretation?

“But there is a in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to
the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions
of thy head upon thy bed, are these.” Daniel 2:28.

What was the purpose of this dream?

“As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should
come to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth secrets to thee
what shall come to pass.” Daniel 2:29.

0f what materials was the image made?

“Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose
brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. This
image’s head was of fine , his breast and his arms of , his belly
and his thighs of , His legs of. , his feet part of iron and part of
. Daniel 2:31-33.

What was represented of the head of gold?

“Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a
kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men
dwell, the geasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine
hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. art this head of gold.”
Daniel 2:37, 38.
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How was the second universal kingdom represented in the image?

“And after thee shall arise another kingdom to thee, and another third
kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth.” Daniel 2:39.

How was the third world power represented in the image?

“And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third
, which shall bear rule over all the earth” Daniel 2:39, last part.

How was the fourth world kingdom pictured?

“And the fourth kingdom shall be : forasmuch as iron breaketh in
pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in
pieces and bruise.” Daniel 2:40.

Will there be another united Europe as a world power like the Roman Empire? Can the
European nations be united permanently with one head?

“And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves
with the seed of men: but they shall one to another, even as
iron is not mixed with clay.” Daniel 2:43.

Whose kingdom is destined to be victorious?

“And in the days of these kings shall the set up a kingdom, which
shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.
Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands,
and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the
great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the
dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.” Daniel 2:44, 45.

Note: What is the meaning of the stone in this vision? That stone which smites the image on
the feet represents the estaElishmcnt of Christ’s kingdom. We are living in the days of the
nations of Europe represented by the feet and toes of the great image. Christ’s kingdom will
soon be a reality. Christ’s prayer, “Thy kingdom come,” is about to be fulfilled.

Conclusion

Nebuchadnezzar recognized that what Daniel had told him was the dream he had
forgotten and which had troubled him. He fell on his face and said, “The king
answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and
a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret.”
Daniel 2:47.

Remember, “The dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.” We have
nearly reached the end of human history. To be a part of Christ’s everlastin

kingdom a person must have Christ in his heart. Jesus said, “Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” John 3:3, last part. Let’s plan now to be a
part of God’s eternal kingdom.

C] I believe that the king’s dream in Daniel 2 is God’s way of guiding us into
the future. As the four kingdoms in array fulfilled the prophecy, I believe
in the sure coming of the final kingdom—our eternal home!
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Will both the righteous and the wicked see Christ when He comes?

“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and shall see him, and they
also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of
him. Even so, Amen.” Revelation 1:7.

Note: The idea that Christ comes secretly and that His coming becomes
known to the rest of mankind only by the absence of the righteous is untrue.
In order for those who pierced Christ to see Him return there will be a
special resurrection to make this possible.

Will Christ come in silence?

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a , with
the voice of the archangel, and with the of God: and the
dead in Christ shall rise first:” 1 Thessalonians 4:16.

How did Christ illustrate the visibility of His return?

“For as the cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the
west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” Matthew 24:27.

Conclusion

Jesus looked ahead through the centuries and knew that some would be
deceived as to the manner of His coming. Therefore, he uttered this warning,
“Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it
not. For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great
signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the
very elect. Behold, I have told you before. Wherefore if they shall say unto
you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret
chambers; believe it not.” Mathew 24:23-26. Since we know the manner of
His coming we can look for Him. “So Christ was once offered to bear the
sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second
time without sin unto salvation.” Hebrews 9:28.

I believe in the physical, audible and visible coming of Jesus for the
second time. It is not meant to be secret and exclusive but to openly
reward His faithful children.

I believe that both the righteous and the wicked will witness His
coming, our blessed hope.
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