Who is the Anti-Christ?
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God gave Daniel a vision which revealed events to take place for many
centuries beyond his day. In Daniel 7 God pictures under appropriate symbols the
rise and fall of nations from the time of Daniel on down to the rise of the Antichrist.
Any student of Bible prophecy is concerned about the rise and work of the Antichrist
power.

What was seen by Daniel in the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon?

“In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions of his
head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the matters. Daniel
spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of the
heaven strove upon the great sea. And came up from the
sea, diverse one from another...” Daniel 7:1-8.

Note: Daniel was shown four beasts diverse from one another. They came up out of the sea.
The fourth beast had ten horns and finally a little horn came up out of the ten.

What do winds symbolize in Bible prophecy?

“Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will break the bow of Elam, the chief of
their might. And upon Elam will I bring the four winds from the four quarters of
heaven, and will scatter them toward allgthose winds; and there shall be no nation
whither the outcasts of Elam shall not come. For I will cause Elam to be dismayed
before their enemies, and before them that seek their life: and I will bring evil upon
them even my fierce anger, saith the LORD; and I will send the after
them, till I have consumed them.” Jeremiah 49:35-37. Read Jeremiah 51:1, 11.
Note: In prophecy winds denote strife, political commotion, and war. The striving of the
winds in this prophecy pictures the rise of kingdoms and their fall; these events are
accomplished through political strife.

Of what is the sea or waters a symbol in prophecy?

“And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are
, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” Revelation 17:15.

What do the four beasts represent?

“These great beasts, which are four, are , which shall arise out of
the earth. Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth,
which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall
tread it down, and break it in pieces.” Daniel 7:17, 23.

Note: The great image of Daniel 2 made of four metals represented four kingdoms. The four
beasts represent the same four kingdoms — Babylon, Mede-Persia, Grecia, and Rome. The
fourth kingdom is divided into ten parts.
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There is only “one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” 1
Timothy 2:5. Christ is the “new and living way” (Hebrews 10:19-22) into God’s
presence. He is the ladder from earth to heaven (John 1:51). Our prayers and
requests ascend to God through Christ. He takes the place of human priests, altars,
ceremonies, and sacrifices (John 14:6).

What animal did Daniel see and of what was it a symbol?

“Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river a ram
which had two horns: and the two horns were high; but one was higher than the
other, and the higher came up last... The which thou sawest having two
horns are the kings of .” Daniel 8:3, 4, 20.

Note: This ram power became “great.” It was represented in Daniel 2 by the silver breast and arms
of the great image and in Daniel 7 by the bear.

What did the four horns symbolize?

“Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was
broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven. Now
that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, shall stand
up out of the nation, but not in his power.” Daniel 8:8, 22.

Note: After Alexander’s death there were many generals who devoured to take over the leadership.
Finally the Grecian Empire was divided between four of Alexander’s leading generals. Cassander
became the ruler of Macedonia and Grecia; Lysimachus became ruler of Thrace and portions of Asia
Minor; Seleucus became ruler over Babylon and Assyria; Ptolemy became ruler of Egypt, Palestine,
and a portion of Syria. Hence Alexander’s empire was divided as predicted “toward the four winds
of heaven.”

What does the little horn do against the truth?

“And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great,
toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land. And it waxed
great, even to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the host and of the stars
to the ground, and stamped upon them. Yea, he magnified himself even to the
prince of the host, and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of his
sanctuary was cast down. And an host was given him against the daily sacrifice by
reason of transgression, and it the truth to the ground; and it
practised, and prospered.” Daniel 8:9-12.

Note: Here is pictured the power symbolized by the fourth beast and its little horn of Daniel 7:19-
21. This little ﬁom power is the masterpiece of Satan. It represents both pagan and papal Rome. In
her conquests pagan Rome was “exceedingly great, toward the south, anclJ toward the east, and
toward the pleasant land.” She also stood up against the Prince of princes, Christ. The chief
emphasis however is on papal Rome. Because of her desolating career against God, His sanctuary,
and His saints, the Papacy is called “the transgression of desolation.” Daniel 8:13. In Daniel 11:31
it is called “the abomination that maketh desolate.” When Jesus referred to these scriptures He
termed it “the abomination of desolation.” Mathew 24:15.
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What was the little horn power to take away?

“Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the

was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down.
And an host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reason of transgression, and
it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practised, and prospered. Then I heard
one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How
long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of
desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot? And he
said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary
be cleansed.And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision, and
sought for the meaning, then, behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a
man.” Daniel 8:11-15.

Note: The word “sacrifice” is a supplied word and is not found in the original Hebrew. The
word for “daily” in the Hebrew is tamid meaning continual or regular. Tamid is used in
Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers in connection with the regular or continual service of the
sanctuary. The daily, continual features of the earthly sanctuary service all pointed forward to
the unceasing, personal mediation of Christ as our Great High Priest in heaven. Over and
over, at least 15 times, the writer of the book of Hebrews speaks of the constant mediation of
Christ. Read Hebrews 5:6; 6:20; 7:3, 8, 16, 17, 21, 24, 25, 28; 10:12; 13:8. The heavenly
ministry of Christ is the true daily of Daniel 8.

How did the papacy take away the daily?

She has done this by setting up a counterfeit of the true daily — a human priesthood
in place of Christ’s priestly ministration. Man is taught to look to a human priest
and for grace through the sacraments of the church administered by him.
Note: Here is what Roman Catholicism says: “The sacrifice of the mass is the consecration of
the bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ, and the oblation of this body and
blood to God, by the ministry of the Priest, for a perpetual memorial of Christ’s sacrifice on
the cross. The Sacrifice of the Mass is identical with that of the cross.” —Cardinal Gibbons,
Faith of our Fathers, p. 300. “Why is Christ styled a priest forever after Melchisedec’s order?
... Because He continues and will continue to offer the same sacrifice by means of His priests
to the end of the world.” — Ibid., p.122. It is evident that the Papacy considers the Mass the
erpetuation of the daily or continual ministration of the priests of the earthly sanctuary. This
Eloodless sacrifice of the Mass by the priest supplants and pollutes the atonement of Christ on
Calvary and His daily or continual mediation in the heavenly sanctuary.

Conclusion

The vision of Daniel 8 is more than a conflict between nations. It brings our
attention to the taking away of the daily which is a worldwide attempt to dethrone
Christ as man’s only mediator. The facts are, “If any man sin, we have an advocate
with the father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 1 John 2:1, last part.

C] I believe in the priestly ministry of Jesus and that He alone can intercede
in my behalf to the heavenly Father.

C] Because Jesus is my only mediator and through Him can I receive true
forgiveness, I will confess to Him, and not to anyone else, all my sins.
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What four specifications are mentioned in this prophecy which identifies the
Antichrist?

“And he shall speak great the most High, and shall of
the most High, and think to : and they shall be given into his
hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.” Daniel 7:25.

Note: Two important identifying marks are time and place. The litte horn came up after
dissolution of the Roman Empire in the West (A.D. 476).

Has the Papacy done all this little horn power was to do?
“Shall speak great words against the most High.” The Pope has assumed titles belonging

only to God. “The Pope is of so great dignity and so exalted that he is not a mere man, but as
it were God, and the vicar of God. The Pope is at it were God on earth, sole sovereign of the
faithful of Christ, chief of kings, having plentitude of power to whom has been entrusted by
the omnipotent God direction not only of the earthly%ut also of the heavenly kingdom.” —
Translated from Lucius Ferraris, “Papa I1.” Prompta Bibliotheca, Vol. VI, pp 25-29.

“Shall wear out the saints of the most HZ%' " This is a picture of relentless persecution. It
is conservatively estimated that during the Middle Ages 50,000,000 (perhaps even
150,000,000) martyrs were put to death by the papa% sword. The Inquisition was both the
creation and tool of papal power for exterminating heretics.

Will “think to change times and laws.” According to Daniel 2:21 it is God who has the
nations in control and it is His prerogative alone to change times. How has the papacy
attempted to change laws? Look at the apostasy of the early Christian centuries at which time
doctrines and practices contrary to God’s will were introduced. The Papacy freely admits she
is responsible for making Sunday a day of worship. Lucius Ferraris (Roman Catholic) says,
“The Pope is of so great authority ancly power that he can modify, explain, or interpret divine
laws.” — Ibid. In almost any Catholic catechism the second commandment is taken out, the
tenth is divided into two and the fourth is changed.

“And they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.”
Here God is azreﬁjto mark off the time of papal supremacy. (In the Aramaic the word
translated “time” in Daniel 4:16, 23, 25, 32 means “a year.” “'{'imes” comes from the same
word as “time” and most scholars agree this denotes “two times” or two years. The word
which is translated “dividing” may Ee translated “half.” Thus the little horn power was to be
supreme for a time, two times, and half a time.) When King Nebuchadnezzar was deposed
until seven times passes over him (Daniel 4:25), this was a period of seven years. In prophetic
reckoning there are thirty days to the month or 360 days for one year. Therefore three and one
-half times would be 1260 days. In Revelation 12:14 God’s church is said to be in seclusion
for a time, and times, and half a time. In Revelation 12:6 God explains this to be 1260 days.
The rule for interpreting prophetic time is “each day for a year.” Ezekiel 4:4-6. The perioc{ of
papal supremacy ge an in A.D. 538 when the Ostrogoths, the last of the three opposin
powers, were rootedgup. The closing of the 1260 years would be in 1798. What took place at
that time? In 1798, on February 10, a French army under the leadership of Berthier entered
Rome and took the pope prisoner.

Conclusion

Read Daniel 7:9, 10. Here God reveals the beginning of judgment. In Daniel 7 the
final judgment is mentioned three times (Daniel 7:10, 22, 26). God’s eternal
kingdom is mentioned four times (Daniel 7:14, 18, 22, 27). It is evident that while
Satan has waged a long warfare against God’s commandments, yet Christ will have
the final word! On which side will you stand in the conflict between truth and error?
“Who is on the Lord’s side?” Exodus 32:26. Make your very own the decision of
Joshua 24:15.
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