Why Did God Permit Sin?
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Many have been perplexed because sin and its author, Satan, still exist.

Some even charge God with the responsibility for it since He permitted sin.
God is good, merciful, and all powerful but He is also love. Each created
being was endowed with freedom of choice. God wants people to serve Him
because they choose to do so and not because they cannot do otherwise.

Why didn’t God kill the devil when he first sinned and prevent sin from entering
this world?

“God is .” 1 John 4:8.

Note: The government of God is based on love. If God had destroyed Satan
immediately heavenly beings would have served him through fear. Free moral agents
were given time to judge the nature of Satan’s rebellion. Read Hebrews 2:14 and 1
John 3:8. Christ’s life and death exposed Satan’s true nature and the results of sin.
Thus in the proper time God will be able to destroy Satan and sin with the consent
of the universe.

What is the ultimate end of the devil?

“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also
himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might
him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.” Hebrews 2:14.

Note: Since Christ has not yet returned, the time has not come for Satan’s
destruction. God is permitting Satan to run his course. Furthermore, the destruction
of the devil will not take place until everyone has had the opportunity to choose to
accept Christ and live forever. Satan’s destruction will take place before the earth is
recreated after the second coming of Jesus.

Can we be successful in the battle against the devil, if so, how?

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might...
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God’s Plan to Restore Man
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The Creator made man upright (Ecclesiastes 7:29). However Satan,
when cast to this earth, was successful in his deception. Through the
mediumship of the beautiful serpent in Eden the devil led Adam and Eve to
disbelieve God’s Word and then into disobedience of God’s commandments.
Man was thus brought into bondage to the devil. (2 Peter 2:19) “Wherefore,
as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Romans 5:12.

In Adams’s darkest hour, when he realized what he had lost, what statement
did God make to the serpent that would encourage Adam?

“And I will put between thee and the woman, and between thy
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”
Genesis 3:15.

Note: When man sinned, Christ who created all things, (John 1:3) offered to die for
him. Christ offered to pay the wages of sin and in this sense he was the “the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world.” Revelation 13:8, last part. Read 1 Peter
1:18-20.

0f whose seed was man’s deliverer to come?

The seed of woman was to bruise the serpents head (Genesis 3:15). Christ
had to be of the seed of the woman in order to meet the serpent on his own
ground at the point where sin entered the human race. “But when the
fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a ,
made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption of sons.” Galatians 4:4, 5.

When Christ was born of Mary, what did He partake?

“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of , he
also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.” Hebrews 2:14.

Note: The Bible plainly states he took upon Himself human nature “yet without
sin.” Hebrews 4:15. He became weary (John 4:6). He became hungry (Mathew 4:2).
He became thirsty (John 19:28). These show that Jesus was a human being, yet He
never sinned even to satisfy His needs.
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What is Christ’s relationship to both God and man?

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the
form of God, thought it not robbery to be with God: But
made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant,
and was made in the of men: And being found in fashion
as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the

death of the cross.” Philippians 2:5-8.

Note: Christ was in the form of God but he took the form of man. He who was
equal with God became equal with man. He was Creator and Lord but He became
creature and servant. He who was God became man and flesh (John 1:1, 14).

What prompted Christ’s entrance into the human family?

“For God so the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John

3:16.

Note: When Jesus died on the cross He paid the death penalty for our sins. This
makes forgiveness and eternal life possible for those who by faith accept His blood.
Read Romans 3:23; 1 Peter 2:24; Romans 3:24, 25.

What assurance is there that Christ can help me to meet temptations
successfully?

“Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren,
that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to
God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that he himself
hath suffered being tempted, he is able to them that are tempted.”
Hebrews 2:17, 18.

Conclusion

Christ came to seek after and then to save lost men and woman (Luke
19:10). He is represented as the shepherd secking the one lost sheep. He
came to restore in man the image of God. He put Himself among the lost.
He was made to be sin. Read Isaiah 1:18. God’s plan is to make man perfect.
Read Mathew 5:48 and 2 Peter 1:2-8.

[j I believe that it is God’s great love for man that He sacrificed His

Son, Jesus, to save me from sin.

I believe that because Jesus is both God and man, He is my best
example and Savior.
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Put on the whole of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil.” Ephesians 6:10, 11.

Note: Read Ephesians 6:12-18 where the apostle talks of the necessity of putting on
the entire armor of God. It is made up of seven parts and is the assurance of victory.
It consists of truth, righteousness, the gospel of peace, faith, salvation, the Bible, and

prayer.

How can we overcome the devil’s temptations?

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. the devil, and he will
flee from you.” James 4:7. “I can do all things through which
strengtheneth me.” Philippians 4:13.

Note: You can live right even though the devil is constantly around to tempt. But
how? You can be victorious by surrendering your will to Christ. Take courage, Christ
was tempted in all points, yet He never sinned. There is victory over the devil by
following the instruction found in Isaiah. “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the
ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.” Isaiah 45:22.

Conclusion

God’s original purpose will one day be fulfilled. There will be a sinless world.
God’s hand has been placed upon the nations as the Bible says “This is the
purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth: and this is the hand that is
stretched out upon all the nations. For the LORD of hosts hath purposed,
and who shall disannul it? And his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn
it back?” Isaiah 14:26, 27. As the conflict between Christ and Satan
continues God’s purpose and plan for man is being developed. Read John
3:16, 17. Put your will on God’s side for victory over sin “Ye are of God,
little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you,

than he that is in the world.” 1 John 4:4.

I believe that by the strength of Christ I can overcome and resist

the devil.

Putting on the whole armour of God, I will gain victory in the
spiritual battle right now.
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