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One can hardly disbelieve that Jesus was the true Messiah after studyin
carefully the prophecy of the seventy weeks. Five hundred years before His birth a time
prophecy was recorded which foretold the year of Christ’s gaptism, the year of his
crucifixion, and the year when the gospel would begin to go to the Gentiles. The
unfccl)ldi\?(/g OC{[ this prophecy presents strong evidence concerning the infallibility of
God’s Word.

Who was sent to make Daniel understand the vision of Daniel 8?

“And I heard a man’s voice between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said,
make this man to understand the vision.” Daniel 8:16.

Note: Gabriel gave Daniel the explanation of the ram, the he goat, and the little horn.
However, the §300 days mentioned in Daniel 8:14 was not explained at the same time
inasmuch as “Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days.” Daniel 8:27.

What did Gabriel do to Daniel concerning the 2300 days vision?

“Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the
vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the
evening oblation. And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am
now come forth to give thee skill and . At the beginning of thy
supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art
greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision.” Daniel 9:21-

Note: The first 19 verses of Daniel 9 indicate Daniel did some research concerning the time of
captivity. He was convinced it would be seventy years, but since he did not yet understand the
significance of the 2300 days he was afraid God was going to prolong their captivity. So
Daniel prayed, confessed his sins, and pleaded that the captivity would not be prolonged.

How much of the 2300 days was given to the Jewish nation?

“ are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish
the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity,
and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to
anoint the most Holy.” Daniel 9:24.

Note: The word “determined” means to cut off. Since these seventy weeks are in a setting of
symbolic prophecy (Daniel 8 and 9) this period of time must be intercepted according to the
cach-day-for-one-year principle mentioned in Ezekiel 4:6 and Numbers 14:34. On this basis
the seventy weeks represent 70 x 7 or 490 years.

What five major events does this prophecy reveal?

“Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to
restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and
threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous
times. And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself:
and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary;
and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are
determined. And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the
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The Bible speaks of a judgment which all face and none can escape. Daniel
was shown the judgment in session (Daniel 7:9, 10). Jesus spoke of a judgment in
which all must give an account (Mathew 12:36). Paul mentioned the judgment
when he spoke %efore Felix (Acts 24:25). The prophecy of the 2300 days points to

exact beginning of judgment.

What long time prophecy is introduced in Daniel 8?

“And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the
.” Daniel 8:14.

In what period of earth can we expect this vision to be fulfilled?
“So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon mﬁ |
all

face: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the s
be the vision.” Daniel 8:17.

When did the 2300 days begin?

According to Daniel 9:24 Gabriel explained that the 70 weeks (490 years) were to be
cut off, measured off, or appointed for God’s people. This 490-year period was cut
off from a longer period. 'Fﬁat period was the 2300 days or years mentioned in this
vision. Therefore the 490 years and the 2300 years have the same beginning. The
restoration decree issued by Artaxerxes in 457 B.C. marks the beginning of the 2300
years.

When did the 2300 years end?
Since the 490-year period was cut off from the 2300 years and it ended in A.D. 34,
the remaining 1810 years of the 2300 years would reach to A.D. 1844.

Which sanctuary was to be cleansed?

The sanctuary mentioned in Daniel 8:14 must refer to the sanctuary in heaven
inasmuch as the sanctuary on earth had not existed for nearly 1800 years. Jesus had
said, “Your house is left unto you desolate.” Mathew 23:37, 38. There was the
supernatural rending of the veil in the sanctuary at Jerusalem when Christ was
crucified. Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed by the Romans in A.D. 70.

What is meant by the cleansing of the sanctuary?

“And he shall sprinkle of the blood upon it with his finger seven times, and cleanse
it, and hallow it from the uncleanness of the children of Israel. For on that day shall
thepriesst __ for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all
your sins before the LORD.” Leviticus 16:19, 30.

Note: The earthly sanctuary was cleansed once every year by the offering of a blood sacrifice.
This service was known as a service of atonement. It was a time of judgment. All record of sin
was banished from the camp.
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What is involved in the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary?
In 1844 Christ entered into the most holy apartment of the heavenly sanctuary just
as the earthly high priest entered the most holy apartment of the earthly sanctuary on
the Day of Atonement. There is no sin in heaven but a work of judgment must be
accomplished relative to the records of sin (Ecclesiastes 12:14 and Revelation 20:12).

This judgment in heaven which began in 1844 is an investigative judgment.
This is necessary so that Christ can bring with him the rewards. It will first judge the
little horn power and the forces behind it thus vindicating God before the universe.
It will also permit God to vindicate and clear His genuine people (Revelation 3:5).

During the 1,000 years of Revelation 20 the records of the wicked will be
looked over, with the righteous assisting, and the execution of the sentences will be
carried out at the end of the 1,000 years.

Christ will indicate the closing of the investigative judgment when He says,

He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy
still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be
holy still. And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man
according as his work shall be.” Revelation 22:11, 12.

«

Who is the advocate in the investigative judgment?
Read Daniel 7:9, 10, 13. “If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
the righteous.” 1 John 2:1. Read John 5:22; 17:2.

Note: The Ancient of days is God the Father. The angels are those who minister to Him.
How wonderful to have at the bar of God the One wl%o created us, the One who redeemed us!
Read Acts 17:31.

What is the standard by which all will be judged?

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his

: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every
work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be
evil.” Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14.

Read James 2:10-12; 1:22-25.

Will the judgment be equitable?

“And of Zion it shall be said, This and that man was born in her: and the highest
himself shall establish her. The LORD shall count, when he writeth up the people,
that this man was born there. Selah.” Psalm 87:5, 6.

Conclusion

We are now in earth’s most solemn hour because the judgment is in process in
heaven. Now we must search our hearts and confess our sins. If we do, God will
forgive. Read 1 John 1:9. This is the way we can send our sins before hand to the
judgment (1 Timothy 5:24).

C] I believe in the fair and impartial justice of heaven. With Jesus as both my
advocate and judge, I will submit and surrender all my case to Him.

C] I believe that the pre-advent (or investigative) judgment started at the end
of the 2300 days prophecy in October 1844.
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midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the
overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation,
and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.” Daniel 9:25-27.

Note: (1) There is “the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem.” (2) “The street shall
be built again and the wall.” (3) “Unto the Messiah the Prince.” (4) The Messiah was to be cut
off “in the midst of the week.” (5) The national probation was to end at the close of seventy
prophetic weeks.

What date is established for the decree to rebuild Jerusalem?

There were three decrees which gave permission for the Hebrew exiles to return home.
The decree of Cyrus in 537 B.C. had to do with rebuilding the temple, restoration of
the sacred vessels and the temple worship (Ezra 1:1-4). The decree of Darius in 519
B.C. was a renewal of the first decree since there had been some hindrance of the work
(Ezra 6:7-12). Finally the decree of Artaxerxes in 457 B.C., in addition to promoting
the re-establishing of the worship in Jerusalem, made possible the setting up of a
Hebrew state and a local government (Ezra 7:11-26). In Ezra 6:14 these three decrees
are referred to as “the commandment of the God of Israel.”

Note: The first seven weeks or 49 years (Daniel 9:25) was to see the rebuilding of the wall.
The city was to begin to take shape by 408 B.C.

What is the significance of the statement “unto the Messiah the Prince?

The Messiah was to appear at the end of 69 weeks or 483 years. Beginning with the
autumn of 457 B.C. and extending to A.D. 1 would be a full 457 years, but the
prophecy said there would be 483 K/?ars to the Messiah so 26 years would extend this
period to the autumn of A.D. 27. Messiah means the Christ or the Anointed One.
Anciently, priests and kings were anointed when they began their work.

How was the prediction fulfilled that the Messiah would be cut off in the midst of the
week?

For three and a halfyears Christ carried on His public ministry; then He was “cut off,
but not for himself,” “in the midst of the [70th] week.” That He caused “the sacrifice
and oblation to cease” was evident by the supernatural rending of the temple veil
(Mathew 27:51). And it should be oﬁserved that He did “congrm the covenant with
many for one week,” or seven years as had been predicted. He did this for 3%2 years
during His public ministry, and for 3%2 after His crucifixion by the original apostles
(Hebrews 2:3) making a total of seven years.

What action on the part of the Jewish leaders brought to an end the probationary period of
490 years for the Jewish nation?

Read Acts 7:54-60

Note: The stoning of Stephen was the result of a formal rejection of the gospel by responsible
leaders (Acts 7:51-54). Because of persecution which scattered the Christians they then began
to take the gospel to the Gentiles. ghilip preached to the Samaritans and the Ethlopian
cun}l.]lchG (ACFls :5, 27-29). Sometime later Saul was converted (Acts 9) and became the Apostle
to the Gentiles.

What important things would be accomplished in this seventy-week period according to
the angel Gabriel?

“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation f)(’)r iniquity, and
to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to
anoint the most Holy.” Daniel 9:24.

Conclusion

What is the value to us of this seventy-week prophecy? It helps to increase our
confidence in the inspiration of God’s Word. It is a demonstration of God’s love and
mercy in dealing with His people. It helps to unlock the great time prophecy of Daniel
8:14. Above all, Jesus Christ is shown to be the true Messiah.
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