Can the Dead Save the Living and
the Living Save the Dead?
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Another passage of scripture very widely used to support the doctrine
of inherent immortality is the account of the rich man and Lazarus. Read
Luke 16:19-31. Some say it is a literal history of two men, others say it is a
fictitious story used as a parable. This account is used to prove two doctrines:
That man is conscious between death and the resurrection, and that men go
to their reward or punishment as soon as they die.

Who was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bossom?
“So it was that the died, and was carried by the angels to
Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried” Luke 16:22.

Note: If this is an account of actuality then we are compelled to believe that the
beggar who died was carried bodily with all his rags and sores to the bosom of
Abraham.

What happened to the rich man?

“The rich man also and was buried. And being in

in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his
bosom. Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and
send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my
tongue; for I am tormented in this flame’” Luke 16:22-24.

Did the rich man come to life he was dead and buried in hell?

There are some who venture to answer that it was not the real material
Lazarus but rather his soul. In this account there is no mention of the soul of
the rich man or of Lazarus. We have no right to make such an addition to
God’s word. Both persons are depicted as ieing bodily present in the place of
their rewards (“his finger” “my tongue”).

Is the term “hell” used in this parable the hellfire, the place of punishment for
the wicked?

No. the Greek word is hades. It means the grave.
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The New Birth
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When God created man in the beginning He gave him life. Just as
long as man did not break his union with God his life continued. However,
when Adam and Eve sinned they began to die. Man does not have life in
himself. To live eternally he must be born again.

Why did Christ come to earth?

“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am
come that they might , and that they might have it more
abundantly.” John 10:10, last part.

How important is the new birth?

“Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a
man be born again, he the kingdom of God. Nicodemus
saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the
second time into his mother’s womb, and be born? Jesus answered, Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is

flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” John 3:3-6.

Note: It is the new birth experience which brings about the change from death to
life. Read John 5:24. So the penitent sinner must start at the point when Christ gives
him eternal life. “And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness.” Ephesians 4:24.

Can we analyze everything which takes place when a person is born again?

“The bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound
thereof, but cannot tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every
one that is born of the Spirit.” John 3:8.

Note: Being born again is a miracle by the power of God’s Holy Spirit. The
Ethiopian eunuch listened to Philip give and explanation of Isaiah 53 when he was
converted (Acts 8:26-39). Paul ha({)a direct encounter with God on the road to
Damascus (Acts 9). When Paul preached the gospel Lydia was converted at Thyatira
(Acts 16:13-15). When the jailer witnessed the miraculous deliverance of Paul and
Silas from the jail at Philippi Paul preached Christ and he and his house were
converted (Acts 16:25-33).
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What are the changes that will be seen in the life of a person that is born again?

1. A new heart. “And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit
within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give
them an heart of flesh:” Ezekiel 11:19.

2. A new mind. “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Romans 12:2, first
part.

3. Different interests. “For they that are after the flesh do mind the things
of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.”

Romans 8:5.

4. Law written in the heart. “For this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws
into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a
God, and they shall be to me a people.” Hebrews 8:10, last part.

5. Love for fellowmen. “We know that we have passed from death unto
life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth
in death.” 1 John 3:14, first part.

How is the spiritual life of the believer maintained?

“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it
abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye
are the branches: He that in me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide
not 1n me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them,
and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.” John 15:4-6.

Note: The person who is born again enters into a union with Christ. The power of
Christ becomes his and he bears the fruit of love to God’s glory.

Conclusion

A person cannot work to receive the new birth. However surrender of self
and commitment to Christ involves a struggle. Two men, one a Jew, the rich
young ruler, and the other a Gentile, the keepers of the jail at Philippi, both
asked the same question, what must I do to be saved?

To the Gentile Paul gave a very simple answer, “Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ” Acts 16:31. To the Jew Christ’s answer seemed a bit more
complicated when Jesus told him to sell his possessions and give to the poor.
Did Paul make salvation easy while Christ made it rather ditficult? Not at all.
Both were required to surrender completely to Christ. Let us choose to make
God’s will ours.

[j I believe that Jesus as my perfect example was baptized for me to

follow.
[j In order for me to become part of God’s family, I desire to be born
again in water and in Spirit through baptism.
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To whom did the rich man plead for help?

“Then he cried and said, ‘Father , have mercy on me, and

send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my

tongue; for I am tormented in this flame’ Luke 16:24.

Note: He went on to request additional help for his brethren. “Then he said, ‘T beg
ou therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, for I have five

Erothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of

torment” (Luke 16:27, 28). This request reflection on God as though God had not

thoroughly warned him.

Which is more important, miracles or the written Word of God?

“Abraham said to him, “They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear
them.” And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the
dead, they will repent.” But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and
the prophets, neither will they be convinced though one rise from the

dead” (Luke 16:29-31).

Note: God’s written word is always more important than any miracle. This proved
true in Christ’s last miracle which He performed when He raised Lazarus of Bethany
who had been dead for four days. They still rejected Christ and they even sought to
put Lazarus to death (John 11:9-11).

What was the gulf between the rich man and Abraham?
It was a gulf of disobedience. Abraham had believed and served God in faith

and obedience. Even though the Jews were his descendants yet they were
rejecting the Messiah whom Abraham had accepted by faith. “Your father
Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad” (John 8:56).

Conclusion

Jesus came to break down the wall between Jews and Gentiles. He came to

ive all an equal opportunity for salvation. This parable has no reference to a
%uture punishment or the condition of man between death and the
resurrection. There is no support here for the doctrine of the immortality of
the soul. The only way to ogtain life in another world after death is by the
resurrection. Paul says, “If the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised... then
they also which are f};llen asleep in Christ are perished” (1 Corinthians 15:16,
18).

[j I believe that the parable of Lazarus and the rich man was told not
to represent man’s state in death but to emphasize on the
importance of making my decision for eternity while I am still
living.

C] Instead of putting my confidence on others to take care of my
status when I die, I would like now to make my relationship with
Jesus secure to be ready at His appearing.
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