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There are hundreds of different churches with various doctrines each of
which considers itself to be God’s church on earth. But how can this be? It would
seem that for any church to qualify as God’s church, it must teach and practice all
the Bible teaches. When Paul talks about “the house of God, which is the church of
the true living God” he says it is “the pillar and the ground of truth.” 1 Timothy
3:15. Read Revelation 12:1-17.

What are the three main symbols used in Revelation 12?

First, there is the symbol of the who is clothed with the sun. This is a
symbol of God’s church. A pure, beautiful woman is God’s way of representing His
church. Read Jeremiah 6:2; Corinthians 11:2. The woman’s clothing could represent
the robe of Christ’s righteousness. The moon is a symbol of the types and shadows of
Old Testament times. The ceremonial law was of value only when it was fulfilled in
the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The crown of twelve stars represents
twelve leaders of the Old Testament, Jacob’s sons, and in the New Testament the
twelve apostles.

Second, there is the symbol of the great red . In Verse 9 the dragon is
identified as the devil. Satan always works through human agents. Pagan Rome was
that agent at the time of John’s vision.

Third, the represents Jesus Christ. For centuries the church had
looked for the birth of the Messiah. When He came He was born a helpless babe. He
was hated and attacked by the devil. Finally He will one day rule all nations. Jesus is
the only person who fits all these specifications.

What three stages of the controversy between Christ and Satan are brought to light in
Revelation 12?

1. First, there was the plot worked out by Satan to destroy Christ at his birth.

2. Second, during the Dark Ages God’s church was driven into the wilderness where
she remained, often persecuted, but loyal and true to God. And even though the
devil, through wars and the Mohammedan hordes, tried to exterminate the fugitive
church, yet “the earth helped the woman.” How? By providing hiding places in caves
and secluded spots as well as by the discovery of the New World — America — where
liberty to worship the way one chose was made possible. This period extended from
A.D. 538 to A.D. 1798.
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The Bible indicates God has a government. Read Psalm 103:19. Itis a
recognized fact that intelligent human beings cannot live together in peace without a
law acceptable to all.

How does Paul describe God’s law?

“Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment ,and ,and
.” Romans 7:12.

Where did God write His law?

“And the LORD spake unto you out of the midst of the fire: ye heard the voice of
the words, but saw no similitude; only ye heard a voice. And he declared unto you
his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten commandments; and
he wrote them upon two of stone.” Deuteronomy 4:12, 13.

Read Nehemiah 9:13; Exodus 31:18.

What other evidence is there that God’s law existed and was known before Mount
Sinai?
“...by one disobedience many were made sinners.” Romans 5:19.

Note: There could have been no disobedience in Eden by Adam without a revelation of God’s
law. According to 1 John 3:4 sin is the breaking of our disobedience to God’s law. Since it is
true as Paul says that “by man came death” and “in Adam, all die” (1 Corinthians 15:21, 22)
God’s law was in existence in the Garden of Eden.

Who broke God’s law even before Adam?

“He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the sinneth from the
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy
the works of the devil.” 1 John 3:8, first part.

Also 2 Peter 2:4 speaks of “the angels that sinned.”

To what is God’s law likened?

“Wherefore the law was our

might be justified by faith.” Galatians 3:24.
Note: The law which Paul mentions here refers to the whole Jewish system. Therefore when
he came to Verse 25, Paul is saying that no longer does Judaism function to point us to Christ
— He has come! All of Israel’s laws — moral, ritual, etc. — had served to point them to the
Messiah, but they rejected Him when he came.

to bring us unto Christ, that we

What else is God’s law likened to?

“For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding
his natural face in a : For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way,
and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the
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perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a
doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.” James 1:23-25.

What does the law reveal of God?

“I delight to do thy , O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.” Psalm
40:8.

Read Romans 2:16, 17.

Note: As Paul uses the term “end of the law” (Romans 10:4) he means aim or objective. The
aim of the law or its objective is perfect obedience or righteousness. This the penitent sinner
cannot render. But Christ achieves this aim or objective of the law for him who believes in
Him. Believing in Christ, one is forgiven and accounted righteous.

Why is it necessary to receive the Spirit of Christ into the heart?
“That the righteousness of the law might be in us, who walk not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Romans 8:4.

How much of man’s duty is revealed by God’s law?

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his
commandments: for this is the duty of man. For God shall bring every
work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be
evil.” Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14.

What does God’s law do with man’s soul?
“The law of the LORD is perfect, the soul: the testimony of the
LORD is sure, making wise the simple.” Psalm 19:7.

Note: The law has no power to pardon transgression. The law reveals sin and points a person
to Christ. When a person gazes at the law, with the mind quickened by the convicting Spirit
of God, he sees his defilement and is then in a frame of mind to listen to a message that offers

cleansing through Christ.

What does God’s law have to do with the judgment?
It is the standard by which all are to be judged and for that reason James says, “So
speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.” James 2:12.

John says, “This is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.” 1 John 5:3.

Conclusion

The Bible mentions many blessings which attend those who give heed to God’s law.
David says, “Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there
is great reward.” Psalm 19:11. “The gear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a
good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for
ever.” Psalm 111:10. David’s decision relative to God’s law should be ours. Read
Psalm 119:8.

I believe that God’s law is given to all humanity, not just for Christians,
Jews, or any particular group and culture.

While the law has no power to save, I believe than man is judged by God’s
law and that it is man’s whole duty to keep it.
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3. Third, when the church emerged from her wilderness experience at the end of the
18th century Satan again continued his terrible warfare against the latter end of
God’s church — the remnant.

What are the identifying marks of God’s church in these last days?

“And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the
remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ.” Revelation 12:17.

Here are given three marks which identify the remnant church with absolute
certainty.

1. The devil is “with the remnant” of the church’s seed. Since a remnant is
always identical to the original this means the last church is like the apostolic church.
Therefore its teachings should square fully with the Bible, the Christian blueprint.

2. God’s last church will be a keeping church in contrast to
those who accept the teachings and traditions of men.

3. God’s church in these last days has “the of Jesus Christ.” This
testimony of Jesus through the prophets (1 Peter 1:10, 11) is the Bible term for the
gift of prophecy which made it possible for “holy men of God” to produce the sacred
writings of the Bible (1 Peter 1:21). And it is the method God uses in guiding His
church today.

Conclusion

In the parable of the shepherd and the sheep Jesus said, “And another sheep I have,
which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and
there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” John 10:16. All the sheep will not only
hear the voice of the shepherd but Jesus continued, “My sheep hear my voice, and I
know them, and they follow me.” John 10:27. Read Revelation 18:1-4. Each person
must answer the call of God himself. Now is the time of decision.

C] I believe that God’s true church can be identified according to what the
Bible says.

D I believe that Satan is not happy with God’s church and makes war against

her commandment-keeping people.
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