Can the Bible be Understood? J
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There was a time when the Christian Church did not permit the laity
to read the Bible. Only the clergy had access to God’s word. It was thought
that only the learned and better educated could rightly understand the Bible.
However, this reasoning is not in accord with the Bible.

What is the first basic rule for the knowledge of truth?

“If any man will do his will, he shall , whether
it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.” John 7:17.

Note: To understand the Bible one must study the Scriptures. Read 2 Timothy 2:15.
Ask God for help as David did in Psalm 119:18.

Rule 1: Study the Bible reverently with a sincere desire to know and to
practice truth.

What is truth?

“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy is truth.” John 17:17.

Rule 2: Accept the Bible as God’s voice to you. Read John 10:27, 28 and 1
Thessalonians 2:13.

How can one find the truth on a particular subject?
“Whom shall he teach knowledge? And whom shall he make to understand

doctrine? For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line
upon line, line upon line; .” Isaiah 28:9,

10. Read also 1 Corinthians 2:13, 14.

Note: Remember that the evidence of truth is in the Bible itself. One scripture can
be the key to unlock the meaning of other scriptures. When one studies the
Scriptures he discovers various Bible writers touch on similar subjects. This is much
like a puzzle — to find the Bible’s full teaching on a given subject one gathers together
all the various authors have written on a given topic.
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The Foundation of Truth
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At one point in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus spoke about false
prophets. He pointed out also the folly of profession unless the life measures
up to the profession. He concluded his sermon by comparing those who
heard His Word and did it to a wise man who built his house on a rock. His
house withstood the rain, the floods, and the winds. On the other hand a
man who built onto the sand He likened to a person heard His Word but
was unwilling to obey. That house did not stand. The moral — both hear and

do Christ’s Word.

What was the reaction of the people to Jesus’ doctrine?

“And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were
at his doctrine: For he taught them as one having

authority, and not as the scribes.” Mathew 7:28, 29.

What does Paul declare to be the true foundation upon which we are to build?

»

“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is
1 Corinthians 3:11.

Can a person be saved without believing truth?

“But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of
the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation
through sanctification of the Spirit and i

2 Thessalonians 2:13.

Note: Paul reminds his readers that “from the beginning” God has chosen them.
This is not an arbitrary choice. The choice is contingent upon the sanctification of

the chosen ones. The sanctification is accomplished by the Holy Spirit.
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According to Paul’s counsel to Titus what kind of doctrine should preachers
proclaim?

“But speak thou the things which become doctrine... In all
things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing
uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity.” Titus 2:1, 7.

Note: “Sound doctrine” must be the exhortation and it will bring conviction (Titus
1:9) When instructing Timothy to preach God’s Word Paul cautioned him that
there would come a time when people would not want to hear “sound doctrine”. (2

Timothy 4:1-4)

If a person should reject the truth what would be the result?

“And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that ;
because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. An
for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a
lie: That they all might be who believed not the truth, but

had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12.

Note: If a person refuses to hear truth that person’s prayer becomes an abomination
(Proverbs 28:9). Paul instructed Timothy that obeying doctrine is important. Read 1
Timothy 4:16.

Conclusion

We should never close our eyes to truth. Read John 12:35, 36. Jesus showed
the folly of this (Mathew 15:14) False doctrine overthrows the faith of some
(2 Timothy 2:18) Therefore we ought to determine to test what we believe
by the law (the books of Moses) and the testimony of all the prophets as we
are instructed in Isaiah 8:20. Let us turn down traditions of men as a
foundation of truth. Jesus points out that all worship is in vain while
teaching man’s commandments as God’s doctrines (Mathew 15:3-9).

[j I choose to not only be a hearer but a doer of the truth.

[j I ask Jesus to teach me how to love the truth so that “I will be

saved.”
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What was the method Jesus used when endeavoring to find the truth?

“And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he unto them
in the things concerning himself... And he
said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet
with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of
Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. Then opened
he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures.” Luke

24:27, 44, 45.

Rule 3: The Bible is its own best commentary.

In what were the Bereans more noble than the people at Thessalonica?

“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness of mind, and searched the , whether
those things were so.” Acts 17:11. Read also John 5:39.

Rule 4: There should be perseverance in research.

What warning about the Book of Revelations helps us to see how serious it is to
add to subtract from God’s Word?

“For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this
book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall

that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall
out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which
are written in this book.” Revelation 22:18, 19.

Rule 5: There is to be no adding or taking away from what the Bible says.
Read Proverbs 30:5, 6 and Deuteronomy 4:2.

Conclusion

Remember that “The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but
those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever,
that we may do all the words of this law.” Deuteronomy 29:29. There are
some things that are hard to understand (2 Peter 3:16, 17) However the
essential truths can be understood.
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