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The Bible speaks clearly regarding death and the state of those who
have passed into its embrace. What is death? If God doesn’t tell us, we will
never know. Let us analyse God’s answer. Thirty five centuries ago God’s
man, living in the land of Uz, ancient Arabia, realized that a tree could be cut
down, yet the old root could sprout again. But when man dies, then asks Job,

“Where is he?” (Job 14:7-10).

Out of what did God make man?

“And the Lord God formed man out of the
Genesis 2:7.

of the ground”

When God “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life” what did man become?

” Genesis 2:7.

Note: Immediately the brain leaped into action. The heart began to beat and blood
flowed through man’s veins. Consciousness was produced. How did it come about?
It was not in the dust of the ground or the body, and it was not in the breath of life.
Consciousness was produced as a result of the union of the breath of life with the

dust of the ground, the human body. Consciousness depends entirely upon a union

of the breath with the body.

“And man became a living

When the process is reversed what becomes of man’s consciousness?
“Then shall the dust

return unto

to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall
who gave it” Ecclesiastes 12:7.
Note: The spirit which returns to God is “the breath which God gave him” (Job
27:3). So man’s breath, that is, the life principle, is withdrawn and the body is
dissolved into dust. The heart no longer beats. The brain does not function. The
blood no longer flows.

Does the intelligent, thinking part of man live somewhere after death?

“His breath goes forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his
perish” Psalm 146:4.
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Can the Living Communicate with the Dead?
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The theory that it is possible for those living to communicate with
those who are dead is known as spiritism. This is not Bible terminology.
Adherents to this belief accept the natural immortality of man as basic. If the
communication lines are forever open between the living and the dead then
it would be incorrect to speak of a person dying. But death is the opposite of

life.

Who is the first spirit medium?
“Now the was more cunning than any beast of the field

which the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God
indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” Genesis 3:1.

For what purpose was the first medium used?

“The serpent Eve through his subtlety” 2 Corinthians 11:3.
Note: From that day the result of every medium’s spirit contacts has been to deceive.
Satan gained control of the serpent. He made it appear the serpent was speaking. Eve
thought she was talking with the serpent when in reality she was talking with the

devil himself. He is referred to as “that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan,
which deceiveth the world” (Revelation 12:9).

What basic lie did the serpent tell Eve?
“And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall
3:4.

Note: When the devil was able to get Adam and Eve to act upon his lie, the opposite
to God’s truth, “He was,” as Jesus states, “a murderer from the beginning, and abode
not in the truth... for he is a liar, and the father of it” (John 8:44).

surely die” Genesis

What kind of occult and forbidden mysteries did Moses warn against?

“There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his
daughter pass through the fire, or one who practices witchcraft, or a
soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who conjures
spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who up the dead. For
aﬁ who do these things are an abomination to the Lord, and because of these
abominations the Lord your God drives them out from before

you” (Deuteronomy 18:10-12). Both spirit mediums and those who
consulted them were executed in Israel Leviticus 20:6, 27.
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When king Saul went to the witch of Endor did he see and talk with Samuel the
prophet?

The Lord had already refused to communicate with King Saul. Read 1
Samuel 28:6. Notice that Saul asked “counsel of one that had a familiar
spirit, to inquire of it; and inquired not of the Lord” 1 Chronicles 10:13, 14.

Do the dead ever return to their homes after death to either haunt or bring
comfort?

“As the cloud disappears and vanishes away, So he who goes down to the
grave does not come up. He shall return to his house, Nor shall his
place know him anymore” Job 7:9, 10.

What condition makes it impossible for the living to talk to those who are dead?

They are asleep and totally unconscious. Read Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6, 10; Job
34:14, 15.

What will be a cause of last day apostasy?

“Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the
faith, giving heed to deceiving and doctrines of demons” 1
Timothy 4:1.

Note: These spirits and their mediums are seducing spirits. They are bent on
deception. They cause people to depart from the faith and they proclaim doctrines of
devils. They are miracle working spirits, their supernatural manifestations implement
their deceptions and give them plausibility. Read Matthew 7:22, 23; 24:24; 2
Thessalonians 2:9; Revelations 13:13, 14; 16:13, 14.

Conclusion

The death of man is the creation of man in reverse. When man was created
he was made out of the dust. After he was formed God put into man the
breath of life. Man was not conscious, he could not think, he could not move
until God made him live by breathing into his nostrils the breath of life. So
when death comes, man’s breath “goes forth,” he ceases to think, to move, he
is totally unconscious, his body Wiﬁ return to the dust from whence it came.

[j I believe that in death man doesn’t go anywhere but stays in the

grave until the day of resurrection when Jesus comes.

[j I believe in the resurrection that takes place toEether with the
second coming of Christ. It is only then that the dead are raised
back to life and regain consciousness.
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How much does a dead person know?
“For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not

Ecclesiastes 9:5.

Do the righteous who die praise the Lord?

“The dead praise the Lord, neither any that go down into silence”
Psalm 115:17. Read Psalm 6:5; 88:10-12.

Where did Jesus say the dead would be when His voice shall call them?

“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the

shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto
damnation” John 5:28, 29.

What is man’s condition while in the grave?

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which
are , that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope”
1 Thessalonians 4:13.

Note: Read John 11:11-14 concerning the death of Lazarus. Jesus used the term
“sleep” and “death” interchangeably. During his death (four days) he had not gone
to heaven, hell, or purgatory. When Jesus resurrected him to life He didn’t call him
up from hell or down from heaven. He simply said “Lazarus, come forth” (John

11:43).

Conclusion

In his sermon on the day of Pentecost Peter declared that David had not
gone to heaven at his death, but was resting in his grave. Read Acts 2:34, 29.
While we live let us prepare to meet Christ at His second coming. This was
Paul’s hope. Read 2 Timothy 4:6-8. It can be our hope, too.

[j I believe that in death man doesn’t go anywhere but stays in the
grave until the day of resurrection when Jesus comes.

C] I believe that consciousness depends entirely upon a union of the
breath with the body, and that a conscious disembodied soul
existing apart from the body in death does not have a biblical
support.
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