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God’s plan of salvation is full and complete taking into consideration every
weakness of man and every power of the enemy. David declares, “Salvation
belongeth unto the LORD: thy blessing is upon thy people. Selah.” Psalm 3:8.
When Jonah refused to proclaim God’s message of salvation to Nineveh he ended up
in the depths of the sea, inside a great fish. When he cried out, “Salvation is of the
LORD,” the Bible says, “The LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah
upon the dry land.” Jonah 2:9, 10. There are seven aspects of Christ’s life which
make it possible for a person to pass from death to life. Each is important. In this
study we shall deal mainly with Christ’s present life and what He is doing for us
now.

What was necessary for Christ to become a priest, man’s representative before God?

“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself
likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were
all their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily he took not on him the nature of
angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved
him to be made , that he might be a merciful and
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of
the people. For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour
them that are tempted.” Hebrews 2:14-18.

What was the first title given to Jesus?

“And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a , which is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:10, 11.

What is another important aspect of Christ’s life?

»

“Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which
Hebrews 5:8.

When was Christ made a priest?

“But this man, one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down
on the right hand of God; From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his
footstool. For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.”

Hebrews 10:11-14.
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Signs of Christ’s Second Coming
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It is not blind faith to believe in Christ’s soon return. The Bible records many
omens of His coming. They will occur “in divers places.” Mathew 24:7. These signs
of Christ’s coming will be in evidence in the political, economic, scientific, and
religious world thus making it possible for the whole of society to be aware of earth’s
closing events.

When the disciples came to Jesus with the question, “When shall these things be? and
what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?” (Mathew 24:3) what
was His answer?

“And in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars;
and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;
Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are
coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they
see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.” Luke 21:25-27.

What three signs were to appear in the sky before the return of Jesus?

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be ,and
the moon shall not give her , and the stars shall from
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the
sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn,
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory.” Matthew 24:29, 30.

When did the signs in heaven occur?

Jesus accurately predicted that “But in those days, , the sun
shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light.” Mark 13:24.

Note: How correct His prediction! The first sign in the sky was to transpire after the days of
persecution had ended and yet “in those days” or just before 1798. May 19, 1780, the sun was
darkened. (For 24 hours there was complete darkness). This is a record in history. That same
night the moon took on the appearance of blood. And as predicted the greatest meteoric
shower ever to be recorded in El)listory was observed on the night of November 13, 1833. The
heavens seemed ablaze over North America and as far south as Mexico and the Island of
Jamaica. Men became sober believing the day of judgment had arrived.

What were to be the conditions on the earth before Christ’s second coming?

Note: Conditions of the earth fall into five categories: political, economic, scientific,
religious, and physical.
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a. What would be the political conditions?

“And ye shall hear of and rumours of wars: see that ye be not
troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation
shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines,
and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.” Matthew 24:6, 7. Read also
Revelation 11:18 and Joel 3:9-14.

b. Howdoes God describe the worldwide economic situation?

“Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon
you. Your ricﬁes are , and your garments are motheaten. Your gold
and silver is ; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you,
and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last
days. Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of
you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered
into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth.” James 5:1-4.

c. What does the Bible predict concerning scientific discoveries?

“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the
end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be .” Daniel 12:4.

Note: It is interesting that God designed Daniel’s prophecies would be sealed until “the time
of the end.” During that period just before the end simultaneously people would begin to
understand the prophecies of Daniel along with discovering great scientific knowledge.

d. What great signs will there be in the religious world?

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, , Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady,
highminded, more than lovers of God; Having a form of
godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.” 2 Timothy 3:1-5.

“And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you...
And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many... For there shall arise

, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders;
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” Matthew 24:4,
11, 24.

e. What can we expect will be taking place in the physical world?

“For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall
be , and , an , in divers places.”
Matthew 24:7.

Conclusion

In addition to the signs in the sky and on the earth, men’s hearts will be fearful.
“Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are
coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shaﬁ be shaken.” Luke 21:26. When
these world conditions are observed there is the indication that the coming of the
Lord is “even at the doors.” Read Mathew 24:32-34. Let us heed Christ’s
admonition to “Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.”
Mathew 24:42.
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What is a mediator?

He is a person who acts as conciliator between those who are at variance. Christ not
only acts as conciliator but He has paid man’s debt. He dies in man’s place and by
this act Christ became our Mediator.

How many mediators are there between God and man?

“For there is one God, and mediator between God and men, the man

Christ Jesus” 1 Timothy 2:5.

What is Christ doing in heaven now?

“For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the
figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to in the presence of

God__ ” Hebrews 9:24.

Upon what terms does our High Priest deal with us?

“For I will be to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their
iniquities will I remember no more.” Hebrews 8:12.

For whom does Christ’s present ministry of intercession avail?

1. For the repentant sinner. “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for

them.” Hebrews 7:25. Read 1 John 1:9.

2. For the believer who falls into sin. “My little children, these things write I
unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous.” 1 John 2:1.

Conclusion

Because of Christ’s constant meditation we can “come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” Hebrews
4:16. Because of His sinless life, His death on the cross was effectual. Now He
intercedes for us as our High Priest. His victory is sufficient for each repentant
believing person. The one final part in the great plan of salvation is the return of
Jesus Christ. “So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them
that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.
Hebrews 9:28.

I believe that Jesus Christ is my personal mediator to the Father. Since He
died for my sins, I will confess all my sins to him because only He can
forgive them completely.
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