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Brothers and sisters, there are those times that God opens our eyes to the reality and we are dumb founded, overwhelmed. God used our colleagues in the missions’ office to bring it out on what I consider to be in black and white the huge challenge of reaching the cities. Even after 150 years of intensive work, use of huge amounts of resources, we still have major mega cities that we have no work established or very little work going on. When you think about it, it comes down crashing on us who are waiting for the soon return. We ask the question How Long? But even before we can ask the question, we need to find out – How shall we go about this work? Show us how to do what appears to be impossible. 
The Bible presents us with some models of how to tackle/approach impossible tasks that is assigned to us. One such I find in the calling of Gideon.

· The yoke of oppression and its devastation weighted heavily upon Israelites again because they had abandoned God and turned to worship heathen God’s.
· Men of Israel felt helpless; none of them dared raise themselves above the shame and ridicule of their neighboring oppressors – Midianites and Amalekites
· They turned to Baal instead of turning to the God of their fathers. Their devotion to these heathen gods could only render them a false temporary psychological hideout.

· Physically, the pains of oppression remained unwaivered like an oak tree.

· Every morning brought hopelessness. Some buried themselves into marrying more women, others into drinking, to steal away from the disgrace of being oppresses by those they considered heathen.

· When they planted their crop Midianites, Amalekites, and people of the east came and invaded them destroying their entire crop sparing no living animals for Israel.
· Finally Israelites over time cry to God for deliverance, that God would remove the yoke of oppression, slavery and suffering. The interesting thing is while crying to the God of heaven, they were still guilty of hanging on to Baal.

The gracious merciful Lord sends a Prophet (a fellow human being) first to inform Israelites and prepare them for deliverance:

"This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. I snatched you from the power of Egypt and from the hand of all your oppressors. I drove them from before you and gave you their land. I said to you, 'I am the LORD your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.' But you have not listened to me." (Jdg 6:8-10 NIV)
When God has an impossible task to be undertaken, urgent mission to accomplish – He picks on an individual/person
· God called Noah to prepare a people for deliverance to come 120 years later.
· He appointed Moses for the deliverance of Israelites from shackles of bondage in Egypt

· He called Jonah to go to Nineveh

· He appointed John the Baptist to prepare a way for the Lord
· He then appointed the disciples and apostles – one by one to be fishers of men
· He did not stop there – today, for this impossible task of Mission to the Cities in the 21st Century, God has appointed Us leaders to prepare a people for the deliverance of the Lord – because God hears their cry – He is coming down to deliver but send you first…
Do you sense the weight and urgency of this calling? The truth be told, whereas we can report great success that god has blessed the us with, we are lagging behind in this work to the cities.
”You didn't choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and 
produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever 

you ask for, using my name.” (John 15:16 NLT)

“… you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,

 a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him 

who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”
 

(1Pe 2:9 NIV)

Thank God that he chose us. That he found us worthy of His calling even though sinners. But what happens when realize you that God called you for a difficult, an impossible, huge, super human task? How should you go about it? Are there some lessons and even examples in the Bible?
· This particular day Gideon went about threshing wheat by a wine-press than in the open threshing floors to avoid attracting the attention of the enemies. And right at the place of his hiding, a stranger appeared – an Angel of the Lord – Jesus Christ.
· The angel by-passed Gideon’s father, (the elders of the community,) men of great social political influence – who had turned to idolatry. Gideon had probably not consented or committed to worshipping idols.
· He is visited when alone… not is idleness but working … Please value those moments of  being where you are alone in silence, no noise and disturbance .. but mentally preoccupied with this great burden of Mission to the Cities. If some of your fellow leaders should wonder and tend to discourage you saying “Why bother man, this is too huge and impossible, calm down let things take their natural course.” You can, like David respond boldly “Is this small matter?” Alone some place of your choice but not in idleness … is such moments the Lord appears when He wants to. Remember God does not pick nor work with the idle for these impossible tasks. He said to Nathaniel when you were under the tree I saw you.
· It was under the Oak tree that this Angel, who is none-other than Jehovah – the deliver himself, appears – disguised in human form … you can actually mistake him for a man.

· The angel helps Gideon by going directly into the business of His visit – the reason that made Him to descend. In human form, Gideon would have started a discussion which wastes a lot of time and yet the mission is urgent, one of deliverance – this is a life and death matters so don’t waste time.
· "The LORD is with you, mighty warrior." (Jdg 6:12 NIV) 
· God calls you for this task because He knows you by your potentiality. Men look on the outside, men look on the darker side, color, nationality, tribe, education, God looks at what He can make you to be.

· God does not call you for the impossible by tossing a coin, even though He will allow a process where men may toss a coin. He knows you.
· God does not call you blindly, not even by trial and error. He knows you.

· Phillip the disciple of Jesus went and prompted Nathaniel to come and see. When Jesus saw him he said, “Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!” (John 1:47 KJV) Nathanael marvels “How do you know me” Jesus replies, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you." (John 1:48 NET) Pleasantly shocked.
· It feels good to know that my God knows me. His call even when directed to a people is personal- Geoffrey, I have called/appointed/chosen you even for the impossible.
· “The Lord is with you might warrior.”

It is common for God to assure of those He calls of His divine presence, his unwavering support and care. So when you are given what you think to be impossible, think of the assurance the Lord repeatedly gives you. He did it to Moses, Jeremiah, Joseph, Jonah, etc. In our century he assured us “Lo, I am with you always unto the end.”
· “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior”: What a way to start a conversation? – the stranger knows Gideon and showers praise to the man who knows himself to be insignificant even in the community of the oppressed. God has picked on you pastors just like he picked on Gideon.
· Although a warrior – but a man with lots of humility – He was not carried away by the accolades showered on Him by one he identified as “Lord”.  When called for the impossible, do not allow to be thrown off board by praise, learn how to manage praise for if wrongly handles praise can be a killer.
· Like the angel, Gideon did not dwell on self even when the opportunity was provided by his Master; he went directly to unload his burden and the burden of his people. I can understand why God picks Gideon; he was not full of himself – more concerned with the state of God’s people among heathen. Such men and women will be called to tackle the impossible.
· "Sir," Gideon replied, "if the LORD is with us, why all this has happened to us?  And where are all the miracles our ancestors told us about? Didn't they say, 'The LORD brought us up out of Egypt'? But now the LORD has abandoned us and handed us over to the Midianites." (Jdg 6:13 NLT)

· Please take note that, like Gideon, our call for us to work the cities is a call to identify with the suffering of fellow human beings. We will never be successful if we approach them with the attitude of “it is their problem”, “a problematic people”. It is only when “they” becomes “we”, “us”. Not ‘their sins’ but ‘our sins’, has brought these calamities to us. 
· By the way let us remember that god allows these calamities, including the natural ones, to provide an opportunity for people to be reached with the message of salvation in Jesus Christ.

Lesson’s from Gideon:

· God picked someone from a very humble background: man of no social/political influence
“But God saw in him a man of courage and integrity. He was distrustful of himself and willing to follow the guidance of the Lord. God does not always choose for His work men of the greatest talents, but He selects those whom He can best use. "Before honor is humility." Proverbs 15:33. The Lord can work most effectually through those who are most sensible of their own insufficiency, and who will rely upon Him as their leader and source of strength. He will make them strong by uniting their weakness to His might, and wise by connecting their ignorance with His wisdom.”  {PP 553.2}  

· Gideon had God and his people and not Himself in mind – although God had praised him, the burden of his calling was more critical and important that what he was. Just like Moses told God, if you can’t forgive them, then blot my name out of the book of life. Impossible tasks need such selfless men and women.

· appointed him but he would not go ahead without making sure that God wanted him to do what he was to do. When people wanted him King after the victories he refused.

“If they would cherish true humility, the Lord could do much more for His people; but there are few who can be trusted with any large measure of responsibility or success without becoming self-confident and forgetful of their dependence upon God. This is why, in choosing the instruments for His work, the Lord passes by those whom the world honors as great, talented, and brilliant. They are too often proud and self-sufficient. They feel competent to act without counsel from God.”  {PP 553.3}  

· Although a warrior – equipped with some known skill and experience which even the angel recognized – he did not follow his strategies and tactics – until he was very sure that the Lord approves them.
· When called he wanted to be sure it is the Lord Himself who is calling. Asks the LORD to wait for him and the Lord does. How wonderful! He brings his offering, and I really don’t know how long it took to prepare a young goat, un-leaven bread, but the LORD waited.

· When he was called to engage in the task of saving the people, on every stage, Gideon sought to know whether it had God’s approval.

“The most complete system that men have ever devised, apart from the power and wisdom of God, will prove a failure, while the most unpromising methods will succeed when divinely appointed and entered upon with humility and faith. Trust in God and obedience to His will are as essential to the Christian in the spiritual warfare as to Gideon and Joshua in their battles with the Canaanites. By the repeated manifestations of His power in behalf of Israel, God would lead them to have faith in Him--with confidence to seek His help in every emergency. He is just as willing to work with the efforts of His people now and to accomplish great things through weak instrumentalities. All heaven awaits our demand upon its wisdom and strength. God is "able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think." Ephesians 3:20.  {PP 554.1} 
· Gideon was reminded again and again that it is the Lord who saves. ALL CREDIT IS DUE TO HIM.

· He chose a none-influential individual to lead out in a very huge task.

· He reduced the army of 32,000 to 300 men for the battle.

· He assured Gideon of success even before the battle begun and confirmed by the dream shown to the enemy.

· Gideon succeeds.

Approaching the Impossible task: 
The first thing God wanted Gideon to deal with before embarking one the mission of deliverance – was spiritual deliverance. 

· Before physical deliverance comes spiritual healing. Before any major battles are won, battles against self.

· The first and greatest battle, the most and critical deliverance was spiritual.

· “The deliverance of Israel was to be preceded by a solemn protest against the worship of Baal. Gideon must declare war upon idolatry before going out to battle with the enemies of his people.”  PP 547

· The deliverance of the church is first spiritual

· Before the church can realize great success, there is a spiritual battle to be fought. There is a greater work to be done inside than outside the church.

· Break down the Baal in church that have lingered for many years – nepotism, tribalism, hatred, jealous, rivalry, fights, backbiting, a brother turning against a brother.

· The Lord wants to deliver the church; he wants to set it free for greater achievements in the Gospel commission. But there are Baals.

· Gideon first offered an offering. When he brought the meat and the bread, he was offering himself. He submits, he acknowledges the Lordship of the stranger, and accepts the calling. He is then instructed to pour it on the rock. It was like Jesus it telling Him, I am the rock, fall on this Rock Jesus Christ and you shall succeed. The Bible says “and He did.” The impossible is not done while standing, we have to fall on the rock Jesus Christ, be broken and admit our brokenness. In approaching the impossible, it starts with the called to be sure they have submitted to the one who is calling, repenting but willing to take instructions.
· Secondly, the home and the family. Gideon was asked to take down the alter and the wooden image of Baal, take two bulls of his father and offer sacrifice – Baal for firewood. Wisely he approaches the difficult task by night. When people wake up God’s command is carried out. Opposition comes after not while the command is being implemented. I believe it is in this moment – the insignificant, un-influential, a man of a small clan, a weakling, becomes a voice to reckon with – at the time He obeyed God when the nation disobeyed God. When the devil wanted him destroyed God comes to his rescue through his father. Look at this progression – starts with one called, moves to the family and the community of God’s people. The internal preparation of ministers and the laity in the church is crucial to undertaking the impossible tasks.

· Thirdly, engaging in the task called for without hesitation. Trusting God completely to come through. And this is a difficult thing. Many times in trusting we oscillate between God and ourselves, partly God, partly our methods, genius, skills, abilities. But for impossible tasks TRUST GOD ENTIRELY. And for this I ask how do we teach, position ourselves and the church to trust God unreservedly?
· Fourthly, Let God be God, Gideon refused completely to take the place of God.

“The people of Israel, in their gratitude at deliverance from the Midianites, proposed to Gideon that he should become their king, and that the throne should be confirmed to his descendants. This proposition was in direct violation of the principles of the theocracy. God was the king of Israel, and for them to place a man upon the throne would be a rejection of their Divine Sovereign. Gideon recognized this fact; his answer shows how true and noble were his motives. "I will not rule over you," he declared; "neither shall my son rule over you: the Lord shall rule over you."  {PP 555.4} 

· Finally, work is not for cowards, non-committed people, not even for the arrogant, hard hearted. It is the courageous warriors who are filled with humility. Jesus exhibited this mix: A Paradoxical mix in His leadership:


Jesus


Was charismatic yet unassuming (humble).


Consistent yet flexible

A victim but also immensely popular

Trusting/Compassionate yet demanding and tough

Risk taker and innovative yet patient and calculating
· Whenever Israel was called to go to the battle it was a law that the following proclamation be made: (Gideon had apparently skipped it):
“The officers shall say to the army: "Has anyone built a new house and not dedicated it? Let him go home, or he may die in battle and someone else may dedicate it. Has anyone planted a vineyard and not begun to enjoy it? Let him go home, or he may die in battle and someone else enjoys it. Has anyone become pledged to a woman and not married her? Let him go home, or he may die in battle and someone else marry her." Then the officers shall add, "Is any man afraid or fainthearted? Let him go home so that his brothers will not become disheartened too." (Deu. 20:5-8 NIV)
· “By the simplest means character is often tested. Those who in time of peril were intent upon supplying their own wants were not men to be trusted in an emergency. The Lord has no place in His work for the indolent and self-indulgent. The men of His choice were the few who would not permit their own wants to delay them in the discharge of duty. The three hundred chosen men not only possessed courage and self-control, but they were men of faith.”

· God can deliver by few as well as by many. He is not so much honored by both the great number as much as by the character of those who serve Him.” PP 550
For the LORD your God moves about in your camp

to protect you and to deliver your enemies to you.

Your camp must be holy, so that he will not see among you

anything indecent and turn away from you.

(Deut. 23:14 NIV)
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